Comments on a commentary: statistical evaluation of split mouth caries trials.
When results of split mouth caries trials are reported, the most frequently used outcome measures are "effectiveness" and "net gain". In a recent review by Riordan & FitzGerald (Community Dent Oral Epidemiol 1994;22:192-7) of the statistical analysis of data from such trials, the close connection between effectiveness and the traditional epidemiological outcome measure, relative risk, was pointed out and the latter measure was recommended. The confidence intervals for these parameters were, however, incorrect. This note provides valid confidence intervals for net gain, effectiveness and relative risk based on data from split mouth trials and presents examples of the calculations.